
West Asheville Baptist Church
926 Haywood Road, Asheville, NC  28806

Phone: (828) 253-9824

Good Shepherd Travel
www.goodshepherdtravel.com Toll Free: 1-844-659-5263

I TALY  P I LGR IMAGE

Package Price Includes: Round-trip airfare * Breakfast and dinner * Accommodations in double occupancy, luxury hotels

Transportation in a private bus * English-speaking licensed tour guide * Culture experience * Entrance fees * 

Mass Daily * Wine with dinners

Good Shepherd Travel

www.goodshepherdtravel.com

Toll Free: 1-844-659-5263 

Sep. 21 - Oct. 01, 2026 Package Price $5290

Clergy Scholarship 
Opportunity!

Atlanta, GA (ATL)

Assisi                      Rome  

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta

Dcn. Keith Kolodziej                  

Tour leader    



DAY 1 Monday, Depart the USA 

Depart the USA on an overnight flight to Italy. Meals will be served on board.  

DAY 2: Tuesday, Arrival – Rome: City of Apostles, Missionaries, and Martyrs– Basilica of St. John the Lateran 

and St. Mary Major – Holy Steps 

We arrive in Rome in the morning. After free time for lunch, we will visit the Basilica of St. John Lateran, the Pope’s 

cathedral church, where relics of both Peter and Paul remain under the main altar.  Next, we cross the street to see the 

Holy Staircase, which is believed to be a staircase from Pilate’s palace in Jerusalem and brought to Rome by St. Helen 

in the 4th century. We will continue to the Basilica of St. Mary Major, the most important and the oldest church 

dedicated to Our Lady, where the late Pope Francis is also laid to rest. St. Mary Major contains a relic from the Manger 

of the infant Jesus. We will celebrate Mass, then we will check in at our hotel. Early evening dinner, and overnight. 

Day 3: Wednesday,  Rome: Papal Audience – Vatican Scavi (TBC) Trevi Fountain / Piazza Navona 

After breakfast, we will make our way to St. Peter’s Square to attend the Papal Audience, led by His Holiness, Pope Leo 

XIV. (Papal Audience: Is scheduled to take place every Wednesday, pending the schedule of Pope Leo XIV. Following 

the audience, we will visit the Vatican Scavi (TBC). Pope Leo XIV visited the tomb of St. Peter, following his elevation, for 

a visit of devotion that lasted 45 minutes. He is the first Pontiff to visit the necropolis since extensive archaeological 

excavations were conducted at the ancient site decades ago. In the afternoon, we will walk towards Castel Sant’Angelo 

and cross the river Tiber to continue to Piazza Navona, where at the center: Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi “Fountain of the 

Four Rivers.- Then we make our way to the Trevi Fountain, built in the 15th Century, to mark the ending destination of 

the Aqua Virgo – a man-made channel erected in 19 B.C, - Balance of the afternoon is at our leisure. Dinner at a local 

restaurant at the Spanish Steps. Overnight in Rome

Day 4: Thursday, Rome: Catacombs – Saint Paul Outside the walls and Vatican Museums 

Depart the hotel after breakfast We will drive along a portion of the Ancient Appian Way. We will see the  famous 

Domino Quo Vadis Chapel; see the ancient Baths of Caracalla, Arch of Drusus; Tomb of Celilia Metella, and the 

catacombs of St Callixtus where the early Christians hid themselves to escape persecution- Next we stop at the Basilica 

of St Paul Outside the Walls.  In 313, the Emperor Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, which marked the end of the 

Christian persecutions and conferred on them freedom of worship, encouraging the construction of places of prayer. In 

virtue of this, the site of St Paul’s martyrdom, which had been a place of unceasing pilgrimage since the first century, 

was enhanced by the creation of a modest basilica of which only the side of the apse remains. It was most likely a small 

building with three naves, which were housed, close to the apse, the tomb of Paul, decorated with a golden cross. Paul’s 

death is not the end of the story: on the contrary, it is the beginning of the development of Christianity and the Good 

News.We will learn how important it was for Paul to preach in Rome, from where the most significant witness of the 

Risen Christ spread far and wide. Celebrate Mass. Break for lunch. In the afternoon, we will visit of the Vatican 

Museums, containing a group of the most impressive edifices with hundreds of galleries filled with art treasures. See 

awe-inspiring relics, and works of art donated throughout centuries as tributes of faith. We'll cover The Tapestry Gallery, 

The Raphael Rooms and the most overwhelming Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo's Masterpiece, restored mural of the Last 

Judgment. The tour ends as we make our way into St. Peter’s Basilica. the largest church in Christendom, St Peter's 

Basilica, built on the site where St Peter was martyred. Unsurpassed in beauty, a monument to the long history of the 

Catholic Church, to which pilgrims come from around the world, St Peter's is the grandest of the world's churches. 

Marvel Pieta and Bernini's amazing bronze canopy   We will also visit the tomb of St. John Paul II located at the Vatican.  

Dinner and overnight in Rome.

Day 5: Friday, Rome – Monte Cassino – San Giovanni Rotondo

After breakfast, we start the day with a visit to the Colosseum, a stage for the historical fights of the famous gladiators. 

Then we start heading south and across through the Roman countryside with its villas and vineyards. During your drive, 

your tour guide will explain the spiritual, historical, and cultural overview of Italy, which will help to orient you to this 

beautiful country and prepare you for all that you will experience in the days to follow. We stop at Montecassino, a 

beautiful town founded by Saint Benedict in 529. Enjoy lunch and then continue through the countryside heading east to 

Padre Pio’s town, San Giovanni Rotondo, our base for the following two nights, Dinner and overnight.

Day 6: Saturday, San Giovanni Rotondo - Monte Sant’ Angel

After celebrating Mass at the tomb of Padre Pio, we tour the sanctuary, see the old church and the crucifix from which 

he received the stigmata in 1918. You will see the confessional where Padre Pio spent innumerable hours with a 

multitude of pilgrims, directing them on their journey toward God. (We will have the opportunity to view and pray before 

the incorrupt body of Padre Pio.) Enjoy a breathtaking view of the Gargano Peninsula and a visit to the Grotto of Michael 

the Archangel. Six different popes, St Francis and at least four other saints have knelt in prayer at this grotto, seeking 

the protection of St Michael. Following lunch, take in the panoramic view of the ocean and the surrounding countryside 

awaits you at this most celebrated shrine of early Christianity, a shrine consecrated by St Michael himself in 490. Return 

to San Giovanni for devotions, reflection, Dinner and overnight.

Note: Although we make every effort to ensure that all items in your itinerary are included, there may be instances where factors beyond our control impact your program or itinerary. These factors can 

include, but are not limited to, changes by the airline, delays, weather conditions, political circumstances, time constraints, or adjustments made by your tour leader or guide.
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Day 7: Sunday, San Giovanni Rotondo – Lanciano – Loreto – Assisi

After breakfast, we make our way to Lanciano, and visit the Church of St. Longinus where we will see the Eucharistic 

Miracle and celebrate Mass. It was here, as they celebrated the Latin Rite, a Basilian hieromonk was assigned to celebrate 

Mass. The monk had doubts about the real presense of Jesus Chris in the Holy Eucharist. With doubt in his voice, he said 

the “Words of Consecration” and the bread turned into living flesh, and the wine changed into live blood. The blood 

coagulated into five globules, corresponding to the wounds Christ suffered in each hand and foot on the cross, and the 

wound from the centurion’s spear. After free time for lunch, we will make our way to Assisi, the hometown of St. Francis, 

the patron saint of animals and the environment, and the founder of the Franciscan Order. Dinner and overnight. 

Day 8: Monday, Assisi

Today we will spend a full day touring the home of Saint Francis the Saint of Nature and Servant to the Poor. Following 

breakfast, we will begin a tour of Assisi. Visit the tomb of St Francis. Explore the quaint hilltop birthplace of St Francis that 

still retains something of the atmosphere of the early 1200s, the period when St Francis began his ministry. Contained 

within the huge 13th-century Basilica are many of the saint's possessions and a series of frescoes depicting his life. You 

may kneel before the crucifix from which Jesus spoke to St Francis, asking him to rebuild His church. It was in St Mary of 

the Angels Basilica where St Francis spent most of his life. Here we visit the Chapel, Portiuncola, the rose bush, and the 

cave where the saint retired for prayer. Walk the medieval streets of the compact little town. You will have some free time 

to shop or eat lunch at an outdoor cafe with a view of an ancient Roman temple; we go to the Church of St. Clare to view 

the relics of St. Clare. The foundress of the Order of Poor Clares followed the teachings of St Francis by living a life of 

poverty and humility. We will visit these two saints' tombs before dinner and overnight.

Day 9:  Tuesday, Assisi – Siena – Florence

After breakfast we will head south to Siena, the birthplace of Saints Catherine (Doctor of the Church, and one of the two 

patron Saints of Italy, with St. Francis of Assisi) and Bernardine (known as the “Apostle of Italy” for his efforts to revive the 

Catholic faith in the 15th century). Siena is also one of Italy’s loveliest medieval cities. Here we will stroll the Piazza Del 

Campo, one of Italy’s finest squares, and visit the Cathedral and the Basilica of St. Francis, containing the miraculous 

consecrated hosts that remained intact since 1730. After lunch, we will continue to view the incorrupt head of St. 

Catherine at the Basilica of St. Dominic (Her body is preserved in Rome in the Basilica of St. Maria sopra Minerva). 

Continuing to Florence, check in at the hotel, dinner, and overnight.

DAY 10: Wednesday, Florence, The Cadre of Renaissance

After breakfast in the hotel this morning, we meet our local guide, and we will soon discover why Florence is the 

undisputed cradle of the Renaissance era. Here, one almost breathes art and culture in its charming medieval streets, in 

craftsmen's workshops, Renaissance palaces, and the world-renowned museums, all found within the downtown area of 

Florence. The memories of the Medici family are united with the splendor of the works of illustrious artists such as 

Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and Botticelli the day’s peace de resistance is unquestionably the pinnacle of our bus 

tour: we’ll enter The Academia Gallery, the location of Michelangelo’s incredible marble statue of David! We’ll visit the 

busy San Lorenzo Market in the heart of the city! The swarm of colors and delicious smells is truly a kitchen gourmet’s 

muse with its plethora of artisan breads in all shapes and sizes, tables overflowing with fruits and vegetables fresh from 

the farms, and surrounded by an immense variety of cheeses and cured meats. Gourmands and wine connoisseurs like 

lap up the morning inside this fabulous market, followed by a Florentine wine & cheese tasting extravaganza. The rest of 

the afternoon is at leisure to explore Florence on your own. A site not to be missed is the Ponte Vecchio, a bridge covered 

since medieval times with goldsmiths' shops featuring a Florentine specialty—handcrafted gold jewelry, with other unique 

creations. We met up again at an authentic Florentine wine bar. This exclusive food-lovers' excursion allows you to be 

guided by a distinguished sommelier as he matches four traditional wines with a luscious tasting of an assortment of 

locally sourced artisan cheeses accompanied by the many other authentic Italian food pairings that are traditionally 

served with wines—such as fresh figs, truffle honey, aromatic strawberry preserves, aged balsamic vinegars from 

Modena, and fresh breads. In the afternoon continue with the walking tour, to see Baptistry of St. John, (Outside) the 

religious historic jewel of the city with Michelangelo’s Gates of Paradise, so called because of their exquisite beauty; it is 

believed that the creation of these art pieces marked the beginning of the period to be known as the Renaissance. We see 

the Piazza Della Signoria, the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, Giotto’s Bell Tower And then return towards Rome 

– We will spend the last night in Castel Gandolfo, enjoy a farewell dinner and overnight.

DAY 11 Thursday, Departure 

In the morning, celebrate mass and transfer to Rome’s airport for your departure flight home.  (B) 

Note: Although we make every effort to ensure that all items in your itinerary are included, there may be instances where factors beyond our control impact your program or itinerary. These factors can include, but are not limited 

to, changes by the airline, delays, weather conditions, political circumstances, time constraints, or adjustments made by your tour leader or guide.
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DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS:  A deposit of $500.00 per person is required to make a 
reservation.  An additional payment of $1000.00 per person is due s ix  months  pr io r  
to  depar tur e . The final payment is due no less than 90 days prior to the departure date 
of the tour. Payment can be made by check or money order at Credit card payments will 
only be accepted for the full price of the tour cost at the time of booking.  Reservations 
received within 90 days of departure may incur additional charges due to supplier contract 
terms. In the event that you elect to upgrade or make modifications beyond the scope of 
the included package, additional payments may be required upon confirmation of such 
upgrade or deviation.

CANCELLATIONS  AND  REFUNDS:  If  a  passenger  cancels  his/her  tour 
membership   there will be a cancellation fee of $250.00 per person to cover 
administrative and communication costs up until 121 days before departure.   For 
cancellations 120-91 days before departure the cancellation fee will be $500.00 per 
person. 90-61 days before departure the cancellation fee will be 50% of the Cost per 
person. There will be no refund for cancellations within 60 days of departure, no-
shows, or partially completed tours. All cancellation requests must be addressed to Good 
Shepherd Travel in writing. Trip cancellation insurance is recommended.

FARE   INCLUSIVE: Roundtrip  air transportation from Atlanta, GA (ATL)  indicated on 
the registration form. Eleven (11) nights hotel accommodations, based on two people 
sharing a double or twin-bedded room in four-star hotels by (local standards).  All meals as 
outlined in the brochure consisting of full Local breakfasts (B) and dinners at the hotel 
(D).  Sightseeing as outlined in the itinerary by private motor coaches, utilizing the 
services of a Government licensed, local English-speaking tour guide.  Entrance fees for 
attractions if applicable.  All transfers between airports and hotels by private motor 
coach.  Service charges and taxes are normally levied by hotels and restaurants. All U.S. & 
Europe departure taxes are included in the price of the tour.  Tips to guides, motor coach 
drivers, hotel porters, and restaurant staff (i.e., maitre d’, table waiter, etc.) are Not 
included. The brochure price is per person in US dollars.

TOUR ITINERARY SUBJECT TO CHANGE:    Good Shepherd Travel constantly strives 
to adhere to the specifics shown in the itinerary; however, circumstances may necessitate 
changes.  Such circumstances may require changes without advance notice during the 
tour. Good Shepherd Travel reserves the right to change the Itinerary  if  unforeseen  
circumstances  beyond  our  control  force  a  change. Good Shepherd Travel is not 
responsible for any changes caused by unforeseen circumstances.

TOUR  CANCELLATION:   Good Shepherd Travel  reserves the right to cancel or 
withdraw the tour at any time.  In the event of a cancellation deemed necessary by Good 
Shepherd Travel , the sole and exclusive responsibility of Good Shepherd Travel is 
to refund all monies recovered.

NOT INCLUDED:   Passport costs, visa fees (if any), and health documentation costs 
(when required); food and beverages (including coffee and tea) not usually included 
with the table d’hote meals; optional sightseeing tours and excursions; accident and 
baggage insurance; transporting and handling excess luggage; tips to persons rendering 
special personal services; items of a purely personal nature such as laundry, telephone, 
and cable expenses, room service orders, etc.; transportation between the home city and 
the international departure city.

AIR ROUTINGS: The brochure price includes IATA jet economy class transportation from 
the international departure city applicable on all IATA and ARC carriers, based on the 
6/45-day Apex fare to the Europe.  Good Shepherd Travel. Reserves the right to choose 
the air carrier,  routing, and  departure time for each passenger. Airfares used are 
based on contracted group fares and are highly restrictive. Payments for and 
restrictions on airline tickets are governed by the applicable fare. Cancellation fees levied 
by the airlines are applicable if you cancel or change your air ticket for any reason after 
purchase of air ticket.   Ticketing must be completed 45 days prior to departure. Group 
fares do not permit deviations; passengers who wish to deviate may arrange their own 
airfare.  An airline credit of $1250.00 will be given to those passengers who arrange their 
own airfare. Passengers planning to arrange their own air transportation must notify Good 
Shepherd Travel. in writing on or before June 21, 2026.   Seat numbers will be 
assigned by the airline at check-in;  specific  seat  requests  cannot  be  guaranteed.       
Passengers  are responsible for providing frequent flyer information upon check-in.

HOTELS: Tour prices are per person, based on two people sharing a room in Deluxe hotels.  
Single rooms are subject to availability and at an additional cost of $1090.00 (tour 
participants without a roommate will have to pay single room surcharge).

BAGGAGE:  You may checsites,more than one (1) piece of luggage whose overall 
dimensions does not exceed 62 inches (length + width + height) and whose
weight does not exceed fifty (50) pounds in total. Checking a second bag will cost
up to $100.00. Each passenger may also bring one (1) piece of carry-on luggage. Tips
to hotel porters are included for one normal sized piece of luggage, excluding carry-
on bags which must remain in your possession at all times. These regulations may
change without notice so please read the monthly correspondence you will receive from
Good Shepherd Travel for the most current information. Garment bags cannot be
carried. Under no circumstances may dangerous articles such as firearms,
explosives, oxygen, or combustible substances be contained in any baggage.
Medications, valuables, passports, and a change of clothing should be packed in your
carry-on bag.

DISABILITIES: Due to the difficult terrain at sites we visit, persons requiring oxygen or
oxygen therapy will not be permitted on the tour. For reasons of passenger safety and
well-being, persons with impaired mobility, vision, or mental capacity will not be
permitted on the tour. Good Shepherd Travel reserves the right to refuse pas- sage to
someone who is in such physical or mental condition as to be unfit for travel or who
may require care and attention beyond that which the tour guide and tour host can
provide. The tour requires a substantial amount of walking, and the sites are not
accessible by wheelchair.

INSURANCE: Acting only as agents for suppliers, Good Shepherd Travel is not
responsible for damage, loss, or theft of luggage and/or personal belongings, or for
personal injury, accident, illness and/or death as a result of any occurrences or
conditions beyond its control, including, but not limited to, defects in vehicles,
breakdown in equipment, strikes, terrorist attacks, hostage situations, kidnappings,
hijackings, protests, riots, public demonstrations, or theft. For your protection, it is
important that you have adequate insurance to cover these possibilities. Additional
information and application forms for all types of coverage will be supplied you prior to
departure.

PASSPORT: A valid passport is required and must be obtained in person by each
tour member. Complete instructions and application forms for passports can be
obtained by contacting your local courthouse or post office.

PRICE CHANGES: Tour conditions and air fares are subject to Governmental, IATA,
ARC, and airline regulation requirements in effect at the date of and during the tour. All
rates are quoted in US dollars and are based on tariffs and costs in effect in September, 
2025 and are subject to change without notice. Taxes and fuel surcharges of $423.00
are included in your tour cost and are subject to change without notice. Good 
Shepherd Travel reserves the right to pass along addi- tional fuel surcharges or
additional taxes imposed by the airline.

DISCLAIMER: Good Shepherd Travel acts as a tour operator and only a tour
operator. The suppliers providing transportation, sightseeing arrangements and hotel
accommodations for the tour program are independent contractors and are not agents
or employees of Good Shepherd Travel. All coupons, receipts and tickets are issued
subject to the terms and conditions specified by the suppliers. By utilizing the services of
the suppliers, you agree that Good Shepherd Travel shall not be liable for any accident,
loss, injury, death, or damage of any kind to you or to those traveling with you. This
includes, but is not limited to, conditions beyond its control, defects in vehicles,
breakdown in equipment, strikes, terrorist attacks, hostage situations, kidnappings,
hijackings, protests, riots, public demonstrations, theft, delay or cancellation of or
changes in itinerary or schedules. At the time of printing a TRAVEL WARNING as issued by
the United States Department of State was in effect for parts of Europe. Remember also
that all travel documents as well as compliance with customs regulations are your
responsibility. The terms under which you agree to take these tours cannot be changed or
amended except in writing, signed by an authorized officer of Good Shepherd Travel.
Airlines concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event when you
are not on board the aircraft. The passenger contract in use by the airline, when issued,
constitutes the sole agreement between it and you. By virtue of my signature on the
registration form below I acknowledge and assume all risks associated with this trip and I
agree that Good Shepherd Travel assumes no liability of any kind and I hereby expressly
waive any and all possible claims against Good Shepherd Travel.  Or  Spiritual 
Leader: Dcn. Keith Kolodziej  / The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta.

ACCEPTANCE: Registration for trip and payment of deposit constitutes your acceptance of 
the “Fine Print.”

Registration for the trip and payment of the 

deposit constitute your acceptance of the 

conditions as stated above!

Trip date: Sep. 21 - Oct. 01, 2026           Package Price: $5290           Single supplement: $1090

PACKAGE PRICE INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING

• Round Trip Airline Ticket 

• Meet & Assist at the airport upon arrivals and departures

• 9 nights’ accommodation in double occupancy luxury hotels with 

breakfast.

• Dinners during the tour

• Transportation in a modern air-conditioned private bus 

•  English-speaking government-licensed Guide.

• All entrance fees to places of interest

• Whisper devises 

• Travel portfolio 

• Mass daily

• Wine with dinners 

PACKAGE PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING

• Lunches and Soft drinks

• Tips for Guide, Driver, and Hotels

• All Personal Expenses

• Travel Insurance

• Anything not mentioned as included

• All prices reflect a 4% cash discount and are forfeited when using a 

     credit card/electronic payment



ROOM ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Please list the name, relationship, and phone number for a family member/close friend who is NOT traveling with you:

Please enclose a copy of current passport  and a deposit of $500.00 per person made payable to

Full Name (as printed on your passport):

First Name:                                                                           Middle Name:                                 Last Name:

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge): Date of birth:
Male             

               Female

Mailing Address: 
    

  S t reet :                                                                                C i ty :                                   S ta te :                         Z ip  co d e:

  Cell Phone:      Home Phone:   Work Phone:

Email address:

PASSPORT INFORMATION  

Country of Citizenship: Passport Number:

Passport Date of Issue: Passport Date of Expiration:

Frequent flyer number: Known traveler number:

Please Check One:   Double/Triple Occupancy  Single Occupancy (Private Room $1090.00 additional)

If choosing single occupancy, would you be willing to share a room with another person?   Yes No 

2026 ITALY PILGRIMAGE         RESERVATION APPLICATION

PERSONAL INFORMATION (Please complete one application per person)

Good Shepherd Travel  *  9021 Washington Lane  *  Lantana, Texas 76226

Toll Free: 1-84HolyLand (4-659-5263) FAX: 1(844)659‐5263
www.Goodshepherdtravel.com | info@Goodshepherdtravel.com

Registration for the trip and payment of the deposit constitute your acceptance of the conditions 

stated in this brochure!

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta

Led by:   Dcn. Keith Kolodziej 

Pilgrimage Date:  (Sep. 21 - Oct. 01, 2026)
ITALY PILGRIMAGE 2026

Group Reference Number: R092126

*All prices are in US Dollars based on per person in a double/Triple room, Passengers rooming alone is subject to single supplement*

AIRLINE PREFERENCE

    Airline ticket from ATL     $5290

    NO Airline ticket            $4040

Please Select One! 

If choosing double occupancy, please indicate the name of your  roommate if known at the time of booking:
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